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the profit of the one, and the conscience of the
other, and the honour of the kingdom to them both,
may induce them.

CHAP. XXII.

Of fine shops and fine shows. The modern extrava-
gancy in this respect wholly unknown to our
ancestors in trade. Of a modern pastrycook's
shop and toy-shops. Decency in all outward ap-
pearances, whether in dressing a shop, or dressing
a man, always the sign of a right head. Frugal-
ity recommended. The credit attempted to be
raised by a fine shop., not that which should be
sought by a substantial tradesman. What are the
best recommendations of a shop.

IT is a modern, custom, and wholly unknown to our
ancestors, who yet understood trade, in proportion
to the business they carried on, as well as we do, to
have tradesmen lay out two-thirds of their fortune
in fitting up their shop's.

By fitting up, I mean, in painting and gilding, in
fine shelves, shutters, pediments, columns of the
several orders of architecture, and the like; in
which, they tell us now, it is a small matter to lay
out two or three, nay, five hundred pounds, to fit
up what we may call the outside of a shop.

The first inference to be drawn from this must
necessarily be, that this age must have more fools
than the last; for certainly such only are most
taken with shows and outsides.

It is true, that a fine show of goods will bring